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: Prohlems of several kKinds have delayed these issues
of the Newsletter. I suspect such situations trouble most young
societies and indicate an attempt to fit a new activity into a
heavily committed timetable. The Annual General meeting is coming
up. Perhaps we can find & new editor who has the time to deal
with problems as they arise and so create a more reliable schzdule.

On the international level there is further activity

with the establishment of the Indexlng and Abstracting Society
of Canada (Societe Canadienne pour 1'Analyse de Documents) and
with moves to form a society for indexers in Japan. Our secretary, {
Jean Hagger, will report on these and other international activities :
at the AGM on 18th October where she will give an account of her
visit to Great Britain and to the 21st Anniversary Conference
of the Society of Indexers.

In Australia the Australian Advisory Council on
Bibliographical Services (AACOBS) is reviewing its constitution
and membership with a view to better representing the whole
library and information wurld and acting as an advisory body
for the development of a national information policy. Indexing
is vital to transfer of information. As a Society we should
consider in what way we can contribute to this development and
involve ourselves in the work of the new AACOBS.
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= STATUS OF THE ART?

An invitation to practising indexers
from the Panel of Assessors.

La Rochefoucauld commented that 'frequently our virtues
are but our vices concealed'. Is this the way of indexing in
Australia? The Panel of Assessors is surprised at the lack of
response to one of the benefits of membership of the Australian
Society of Indexers - the registration of practising indexers
so that the Society can give formal recommendations to prospective
employers. Without assessment and registration the Sociliety can
only reply to requests for indexers with particular subject
knowledge that we believe a certain member works in that field
but we have no direct knowledge of his or her skill.

To correct this situation we invite members to submit
copies of two indexes to the Honary Secretary for assessment by
the Panel. They need not be published. The copies will be
returnéd.

Criteria used in assessment are based on the British
Standards Institution's Recommendations: The preparation of indexss to
books, pertodicals and other publications: ES3700 (1976). Copies of
this standard are obtainable from offices of the Standards
Association of Australia in Sydney, Melbourne, Adelaide, Brisbane,
Hobart and Perth, at $7.40 per copny.

The Society has applied to the Standards Association

" of Australia for the development of Australian indexing standards
based on the British one. The Association has notified us that
the process can take considerable time as there needs to be
-copSultation with all interested parties.

Registration of indexers and standards for their work
are seen as two parts of the process of developing a strong
profession of indexing in Australia and building our confidence
that we can carry out our work at a competent and professional
level . .

Please, let the Panel of Assessors see your work.
- Who will be number 1 on the register?
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4. The cards or slips are now ready for editing. During
this stage identical entries will have all the page references trans-
ferred onto one card. Then arrange groups of words having the same
entry-word into order for sub-entries. If you have used one card for
several aspects of a subject then the final alphabetical arrangement
in the alphabet, and making references on the card. This card will
then be filed under the various letters of the alphabet according to
the references to be made. As each reference is made the card is then
refiled under the next to be made and finally under the main heading.

5. Make a final recheck of the alphabetical order and sub-
entries before either numbering the cards, if they are to be sent
straight to the printer, or typing up the index.

If the cards are tc be sent to the printer, number each one
in the top right hand corner in a distinctive coloured pencil, that
can in no way be confused with the page numbers.

If the index is to be typed, it should be set out as follows:

It should be on quarto paper, in a single column, double
spaced. Indent sub-entries two spaces for each step of indentation.
If entries run-over indent them the same number of spaces. Use capitals
only for proper names. Leave two lines between the end of entries
under one letter and the first entry under the following letter.
Number each page of the typewritten index to guard against any
accidents, and make either a carbon or xerox copy for safe keeping.
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