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A WRITERIS VIEW OI' INDEXING

In the follolring paper, Susan priestley
perspective of the author. Her paper is
at the AusSI seminar, tlndexing: issues
Melbourne on Novenber 1984.

di,scusses indexing from the
based on a talk she presented
facing todayts indexert, held in

Fron the outset' I warn you that this will be a highly personalised account
of indexing, with a quite self-indulgent and narro\^, perspective. However,
I trust Eha! you as professional indexers will be able to suitably weigh
the relevance of what r have to say when applied to other areas of wriaing
with which you are familiar.

I began writing in fhe mld-sixties. The first two books were local
histories of Echuca and warracknabear. They were published in 1965 and
1-967 by Jacaranda Press just before and just after it was taken over bvlarger publishing concerns.

The third book was a local history of the Mulgrave shire, rater renarnedwaverley' rt did not appear until L979 and, during the intervening twelveyears, the publishing business had drastically altered its shape. ror this
book, the choice of John !'erguson of Sydney as the publisher was in factincidental to the selection of Brown, prior and Anderson as printers,
Anderson was a staunch citizen of waverrey and their printin! works werejust across the border in Burwood. Anderson, at our request for fullpublishing facilities, sought out Frank Eyre, who was then an independent
freelance editor following his years with Oxford University press.
Anderson and Eyre, I gather, together sought out John Ferguson.

Four years later, in 1983, the history of the Royal Automobile Club ofvictoria (RACV) was published by Macrnillan and Thz vic,tohia"tu, one volumeof \rhich was my work, has been published very recently. In this case, the
publishers were a newly-forned joint venture of Fairfax, Syme and Welion,
rqhi ch is composed of the newspaper firms of David Syme & Co. and JohnFairfax & Sons and a modern rviith-it' book-marketing entrepreneur, Kevin
Weldon.

As you will recognize, rny books have brought me into brief associations
with a widely varying range of publishers. But I should point out that all
the work I have done so far has been as a Lrriter cormissioned to produce
a nanuscripL. As such I have had only a minor influence on the publishing
contract, which has been made between the publishing firn and the
commissioning body - that is, the Ioca1 counclls, Ehe RACV and, in the caseof The Vic,to.ttLe6, o\1T management connittee acting as the agents for theVictorian Government. Ilowever, 1n all cases except one, ,oiking contact
between the publishers and myself durlng the actual production ;f the book
has been quite close.

As a writer of histories, which are mostly 1oca1 in
shared with al1 tfle publishers the firn conviction
essential component of the publlshed product. For
ing of Ehe book, particularly in the area to which
well recognise Lhe value of recording in the index

character, I have
that indexes are an
the successful market-
it refers, publishers
family and place names,
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if nothing e1se. The prospective buyer flicking through the book is
reputedly influenced firstly by its visual appearance, especially the
illustrations, and secondly by the recognition of faniLiar names in the
index.

That said, Itll survey the various indexes that have appeared in my books.

The two histories published in the 1960s have, from the writer's point of
view, quite reasonable indexes. As far as I am aware they were produced
by rneurbers of the editorial staff of Jacaranda Press, or perhaps
contracted out by then. But since I r^'as not a party to the publlshing
contract, I am not aware of horaT payment was made for the indexing, if
indeed that was a separate charge from the general publishing fee.

I am confident however that the decision to have a good index was nade by
Jacarandats Chief Editor in 1964, G\,lrn James. He had not only had a
distinguished career as a publisher, but was hinself an historian of some
note, being the editor of Alfred Joyce's l-etters, A honU tead, luLtto n4,
and later )X.d Wa.Lha.t I-a., a collection of late nineteenth-century photo-
graphs. Incidentally, he also edited my Echaca manuscript, often as I
sat across the desk from him, and I owe him a great debt for instructing
se 1n some of the finer points of good writing. Ile was and rernains an
enthusiast for the finest standards of book production and Australian
publ"ishing suffered a great loss when he retired from the industry.

I have diverted into this t.ribute to Gwyn because I am sure that it was
his infl-uence which ensured the presence of an index to Echuca- it :-ine
first place, and a good quality one at that. Although he had already
resigned from Jacaranda when the time came for publishing AhnzcLetznab zaL,
something of hls influence remained with the editorial staff. My contact
with theTn was more distant than with Echucn bwt the resultant product,
including index, was of good quality.

With the Waverley hisEory, Frank Eyrers editing and participation in
choosing illustrations and overseeing the general book deslgn was both
leticulous and imaginative. I was therefore a little surprised when he
ca1led one day to say the page proofs were ready. Could I have them
checked in about four days time, and could I prepare the index as I was
going through? As I kner,rr the manuscript f airly we1-l, it lrould probably
be fairly easy, wouldnrt it? My initial startled reaction subsided a
1itt1e and, yes, I supposed it would be fairly easy. When I had fully
recovered I thought 'Good. I can put in all those subject references for
which I search in other published material when I am doing ny om researcht

And here I rnight divert into the obverse side of my experience with
indexes. As a convicted and convinced user of published material, I
always look for indexes after scanning a bookrs chapter and section
headings and the contents 1ist. When an index does not exist, 1 am
exas?erated. Where it does exist, but does not include the category or
subject in which I am interested, I am irritated, probably beyond reason.
These faulty indexes - or faulty as far as I am concerned - are often those
which concentrate heavily, if not entirely, on pLace and personal names.
In order Lo sniff out the subject matter I am after, I must then think up
a possibl-e person or pJ"ace association and look up all the references
under them. ifhen thls means time-consuning skim-reading, sometimes of the
najor part of the book, my frustration rises, The frustration on bad days
can become quite firey. You may never have realised when looking across
a library fu11 of industrious readers that there is such a boiling rnass of
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passion barely contained under the surface. On the one hand, the GreatAustralian Novel rnaw yet 
-hav-e 

ia" oiigf""-ifrur.. Alternatively, you as
*!:1:1"-:."4d .amplign for higher ".,i ,ia".-"."ndards of indexing andr-mprove the general mental heaith of the natior,.
To return to the Waverley-index. I set about it with the best will in theworld and found it quite difficuft u"a 

-"o.rfJ"lrrg. 
However, as it wasinconceivable rhat there should be "o i"d.;-;; the history, I wadedthrough setting it out on a series of small cards. From these, theprinters ser srraiehr inro rype, i""i";i;;-"ii my rypographicalinconsistencies - mixtures of upper and lJwer cases, funny indentations,the lot. Iahen I got the proofs ir.tl--ia -r."'again 
a rush job, and I didas nany corrections 

"" "?r: inmediately in silfrt, but pleniy ,urui"Ja.uncorrected' Moreover, r failed to chlck atrui 
"rr the'card"s n"J-".i".trybeen typeser. So some of the entrie" "i;pi;-;" nor appear including, to myembarrassment, the names of some notable 

"iiiru.r" and also MonashUniversity. These were grave slights ao ,riy-poa.rrtial buyers.
Users of the Waverlew history have included growing numbers of schoolstudents studying thlir loca1 area. n""""tf!-fo".1 librarians became sofrusrrated wirh rny index thar th.y b";;;-;;Jiaring a much fuller one whichis now completed and is available f or.-.orr",_rf 't"tion at all branches of theCamberwell/Waverley Library.

I1:1,:1"^yar, history, r.had virruatly no contacr with Maemitlan afreroandrng over the nanuscript. r did see the galley pr"rf;;;;-;;. -ii!.u"r"
proofs since I formd to ny astonishment that it is not Macmillanrs policy
ll^3_::^.::n:rs. see.page proofs. rherefore r had norhins to do wirhcnoosrng or captioning illustrations, rrith the general edlting or wlth the
111t"' -r say- this to you becaus. "or. uppriiing blunders occur in severalareas of the book including the rnisplacem;;a-;f ."" paragraph of the texr.N1v.er aSain shal1 r pass bj rh"_ "pp;;;;;l;y 

-.I- 
nu.r. as close a connection

Y,tth.tl" publishing process as f can. And this now incrudes an interest inthe index - even if I have to pay for it .

for The Vic.to,r,LcLn,, rde were 
-warned by the publishers that the preparation ofthe index was our resoonsibility, i"'"aaitio' io g"rr"."1 editing of Lhe rexL.This 1s, I think, somewhat .rrr,r".."t- f"-p"lii"nf"g circles _ at least as faras the general edirins is concerned. il;-;;;;; the pubtisher"l.." ,irri"g

::"ii:ly:"_l ::.rl:y producr at a very i;,-;;i;. so thar ir wourd bedvd-L-LaDre [o as many people as possible, the managemenL cormritteernanipulaLed the budget to acconmodat" ttr"". .o"a".
At the same time, all of us thought it essentlal to have a good index.Through 

-your_ 
Society we made gool 

"orrtu"t";;;"." able to produce therequired fu11 indexes in quite tight tine "1i.a,1"". r was thereforedelighred when John Hirst, who_reii.""J rv-ur.l'i. rnz- dgi', it J"rrr.'lr.r. ,.was too densely packed with infornation rl.-r".ai"g right through (unlessyou were Barry Jones) but that- mosr people ro"ia ri"a i"ray """E"r'i.-i"ra"that interested them through afr" """.ffl"a i"J"*, And that, of course, wasprepared by your current president, .1."" ffrgg"..
rtrs a cornpliment r would personalry rike indexers !o take to heart. Moreand more people are rindin! yo,r. 

.,o h -o i-gr;ii-'i.,r" and r wish you werr inextending your profession and raising it"-ui"rra..a".
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The Australian Society of Indexers was established, in 1976, after thewinding-up of the Society of Indexers in Australia, an organisation which
owed its existence to the dedication of the late Godfrey Greea. Therewere 47 foundation mernbers of AusSIn of whom tr,rrenty_seven are stillmembers. Present membership is 135, with nembers in the various statesas follows:

REPORT PRESIDENT TO ANNU

A.C.T. 13
N. S. W. 23
S.A. 4

5

GENEML MEET

Tas .

Q1d
Vic .

FEBRUARY 1985

5
5

82

There are three members in New Zealand. As r,rould be expected from thedistribuEion of the membership, most of the Society,s a.tivlti." t.t u-place ln Victoria. However, efforts are being mad; to bring together
members in places other than Melbourne; due iainJ-y to the ;ffo;ts ofAlan Walker, a group has begun to neet in Sydney.

Tt.e NQuSLQ't-tQh has continued to serve as the main means of keeping the r,zide-flung membership in touch with both the Societyrs activities .r,a ilttrecent developments in indexing. Four issues appeared in 19g4 and theSociety is indebted to John Thawley for his services as Editor.
The quarterly neetings in 1984 covered a range of topics of concern to
lndgxgrs.- Pam Trier spoke about the work of the Standing Conmittee for the
|79t<,fr1ae1 . Jeremy lisher.described his experiences as the indcxer oftne AuA4-1-ar-,Lqn ancacljpazdiai and Jennifer coddard tojd or the activitiesof the fnformation Management and consulting Association. As its fourthoeeting for the year, the Society conducted a one_day workshop, with thetheme rlssues facing todayts indexersr. This was r,rei1 att"rrdei,participants coming fron not only Victoria but also A.C.T., N.S.t^i. and
Queensland, Organization of the workshop was undertaken by Sue Ilarvey andStephen T-ansdordn and the SocieEy is gratlful to Lhem, and to theinteresting panel of speakers, for the presentation of whar was undoubtedrya useful and pleasant event for members.

A short course in indexing was offered in June/Ju1y 19g4 but there was notsufficient response to warrant its being conducted. A more prornising
response has been made to a course proposed for February/Varlh fSAS."

The program of registration of indexers has developed a notable momentumduring 1984. There are now t\,/enty-four Registered Indexers, making it nucheasier for the Society to meet requests from publishers and authorJ forinformalion about suitab.l,e indexers for speciiie conmissions.

The society is constantly aware of the need to raise the status of indexersand indexing. Much attention has been given by the committee to the matLerof taking a stand on a reasonable fee for indexing and the November Ne.i,l)j _
I'Q;LtQh cotxained a statement which should be of assistance to all indexers.A submission was rnade to the International Standards Organisation forconsideration in the preparation of its Draft Standard on Indexing.

To enhanee further the image of indexing and indexers, the society decidedto offer an annual award for an outstanding index. The first Australian
Society of Indexers Medal raill be award.ed during 19g5.
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Without a doubt, the Society doeg seem to be maklng its presence fel-r in
those areas where it should be making a rerevant contribution. with rnoreactlve partLcipation in lts programs by its merobers, it should continueto grow in importance aod, more especl.al1y, Ln interest to al-L assocj-atedriith indexirg.

The Society welcomes

Mrs. L. Andel

Ms. BarJ,ey

Baxevanidis

*r(*tr********

NEW MEMBERS

the fol-lowing new menbers i

JEAN HAGGER

33 Minerva Avenue
' North Balwyn, Vic. 3104

259 The Boulevard
Poxt Melbourne, Vic. 3207

5 Gertrude Street
Preston, Vic. 3072

1/ 26 Aihnan Crescent
Chadstone, Vic. 3168

16 Clontarf Crescent
Templestor^re, Vtc. 3106

Datascape Infornation Pty. Ltd.
P.0. Box 1870
Canberra, A.C.T.2601
C/- North Melbourne Library
66 Errol Street
North l.{eLbourrre, Vic. 3051

22 Wandsworth Road
Surrey Hill-s, Yic. 3127

Delhi Petroleun library
G.P.0. Box 2364,
Adelatde, S.A. 5001

Night Owl Publishers
P.0. Box 764
Shepparton, Vic. 3630

4/587 GLenferrle Road
Hawthorn, Yic. 3122

2/ 7683 Pacific Highr^'ay
Wahroonga, N.S.W.2076

Mrs. D.

Ms. L.

Ms. K.

Ms. L.

Ms. S.

Mrs. I.

Mr. M.

Mrs. K.

Beaumont

Borchardt

Farkas

Hingston

Mentha

Nightingale

Rogers

Miss S' Ross

Mr. K. Siebel
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Ms. H. Johnstone, 8/2I Mccinnes Street, Scul1in, 2614
Mr. D. KingsmiLl, e/- Aust. Embassy Amman. Dept.of Foreign Affairs,

Canberra 2500Mrs. F. Lentsch, Fine Art, A.D. Hope Building, Australian National
University, P,O. Box 4, Canberra City, 26OI

National Library of Australia (M, Baggott), Canberra, 2600
Mr. T. McKeown, p.O. Box 277, Noden, 2606
Mrs, A. Neale, 1 Astley place, Garran, 2605
Mrs. P. Ray, 67 Hopetoun Circuit, yaralunl,a, 2600
Mrs, S. Ridley, G.P.O. Box E381 , Canberra, 2600
Mrs. P. Sohier, P.O. Box 22, Iorrens, 2607

NEW SOUTH WAIES

Mrs, R.M. Bennett, 26 Beatty Street, Balgowlah, 2093
Mrs. S. Black, 1l Narelle Avenue, pymble; 2073
Miss lI. Cameron, 5/37 Bellevue Road, Bellevue lti11, 2023Dr. W.c. Coppe11, 22C Woolcott Street, Waverton, 2060
Mrs. C, Dare, 16 Grandview parad.e, Epping, 27ZL
Mr. JrA. Fisher, 145 Union Road, Erskineville, 2043
Mr, /l Gamble, War Buddha Dhamra, 10 Mile Hollow, Wisemans Feny, 2255Miss J.D. Hine, 31 Fairfax Road, Mosman, 20gg
Ms. M,H. Hoare, P.0. Box 97, New Cascade Road, Norfolk Island, 2g99Mrs. P.J. Johnson, 17 Radiata Avenue, Baulkharn Hil1s, 2153
Ms. P. Johnstone, 25 l,lentworth Street, paddington, 2021
Ms. D.J. Joyce, Riverina C,A.E., p.O. Box 5gg l^Iagga Wagga, 2650Mr. M. Middleton, 54 River Avenue, Chatswood West, ZOOO-
Mrs. D. Newton, 69 Eton Road, Lindfie1d,, 2O7O
Ms. G. Norton, C/- Medical Journal of Australj.a, p.O, Box 116, Glebe, 2037Mrs. R. Perlni. 15 Chelnsford Avenue, Eppirrg, 2l2l
Ms. B. Reed, 2/7t CasxLefield Srreet, S6"Ail-ZOZO
Ms. J. Rudd, 36 Augusta Road, !'airlight, 2Og4
Ms. L, Shboul , 76/2 t4aty Srreet, clebe, 2037
Mr. K. Siebel , 2/1683 ?acific Highway, Wahroonga, 2076
Miss T,. Steel, 2/93 Avenue Road, Mosman, 20gg -
Ms, M. Turner, 5/3 Trafalgar place, Marsfield, N.S,W. 2122Mr. A. Walker, 56 Titzroy Street, Surry Hi11s; 2010
Ms. C. Winning, 33 park Avenue, Neutral nay 2OA9
Mrs. A. Walsh, 36 Emu Street, Enfiel-d, 213'6

QUEENSI,AND

Ms. J. DartnaIl, 278 Stanley Street, Townsville, 4g10
Mrs. 

_P. _-I-ynch, 16 Liverpool Road, Clayfield, 40i1
Ms. J. Kenyon, 15 Rusden Street, Kelvin Grove, 4059Mrs. S. Munro, 40 Morley Street, Toowong, 4066
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SOUTH AUSTMLIA

Mr. B. Bingley, 264 Honey-pot Road, Hac kham West. 5163Mr. M. Nighringale, Delhi rerroler_lm iirr"rr,"E.i,o. ,""Mr, R. olding, l2 woorabina Drive, s.i.ii"i] iiszl'ls. L. Leader, 37 North Street, eng."ton, ii53 '
Ms. C. Walker, 30 pirie Street, f."I foro, SOOiMr. E. Zaluns , L/29 Grosvenor StreeL, efandore, 5037

TASMANIA

Mrs. A.C. Bart, 31 Bedford Srreet, New Torcn. 7008Mrs.-M. 14arshatl, 33 Flsher A"."";, ;;,r;; "rlu. ")oo,
Mr. D. Mercer, p.o. Box 132, Sandy'u"rl-iOOir' '

yr". 1.!. Sharpes, 330 Careila St.".r, 'fforr"t, 
ZOfAMrs. E,C. Whitten, 3g Fhnders Esplanade, Taroona, 7006

2364, Adelaide 5001

VICTORIA

Mr. J.D. Adans, Unit 17, 115 Torbay Street, Macleod, 30g5yT", L. Ande1, 33 Minerva Avenue, fro.tf, Oaiwyr,, :fO+Miss R. Andrews, 'Anearrackr., q ,' zi}- L^rr;lrr.r.""u, Geelong, 321gMs. S. Bartey. 259 Tie Boulevard, p"r;-M;i;;,r." e, 3207
Y:"., 

o. 
":T::::tdi::-s. -..",r."a" st,."i,' pi.JI.", :ozzrrb. !. DeaumonL, I/26 Aikmaa Crescent, Chadstone, 316g

Yt"._O_.- Benjamin, 7 Ronald Srreer, Ir"rr.Uii",t:f8g
Yr. 9.t: Borchardr, p.o. Box 9, Norrh u"iru"] :lO+Ms. K. Borchardt, I6 Clonrarf C.""".",,-i"ipiescowe, :tO6Mrs. D.r. Bridges, 10 ratofa_Ave.;;; ;;";;iilrrton, 3t8zMiss A. Burgin, 274 Douglas parade, tJilliarnst5wn, 3015Y::.-r: Chatlis, 111 Riversdal. n"ja,-nrrin"ii, .rrZchief Librarian, csrRo, 314. Albe;-;ir;;;;;. Melbourne, 3022Ms. A. Chuah, 2/98 Macrnrosh Street, irr.po".iJ", :o:oMrs. I{. co1lins, c/_ s6s upp.. i.iJiri;;;";;;;, Heidelberg, 3084y:s..8.:.. Cot viLle, 27 Boronia n""a,-V"ri""il":f:l,,b. \,, uresp, I Lantana CourC, Frankston, 3id9Mr. R,D. cro11, 'visrar, Mount orrra"norrg 'nJui, oli.,a", :zaS

_Y.. _I.1. Crump, 16 Murray Streer n""., Eor".]':zSoMr. p.H. Dawe, 42 View Sireet, 1r"". 
-ait"ril"i 

tz zMrs. R, Doig, il2 Wimbledon Avenue, llt. ffiz",'fg:OMs. M. Duke, C/- srate ,i!I1r, "r vr....i"]-ii8 ,rur,".on Srreer,Melbourne.3000
Ms. J. Einhorn, I/28 Lvnedoch_Avenue, East St. Kilda, 3lg3Miss B.S. Everett, p.o..nox 2280, Ri;hm;j i.".r., :fZfy:". y. Findlay, 34 Goodall s.r."., -irr"iirJ."l -i, 

zzMiss r. Foreman, Unit 4/75_Hawd"" ;.;;;;;';"ioirl"rg, :oa+Ms. p. Forsrer, 240 Walsh street, i""ii'i.rr"l': r+ I
:r' 

c- Garrow;"Tl"f;3ii;"lli";';i';";;;"i1"",'ttt*o, 
3 14 Arbert streer,

Mrs. E.J, Golding, 645 Canterburl noaa, Vermont, 3133Mrs. V. Goldsworthv. 23 Falconer S a,".a , 
' 

e f .i 'fiulr.rl.y, 
:fSOMiss J. Hasser, unii a..2, Erne s.;;;;;;";;;1ilert worth, 312eMs, J. Hardwick, 82 Harding Streer, C"U"._. iOieMrs. A. Harris, 3/26 Faltol st;;;;; i."iii.ri"i""t,., 3t62Ms. S_. Harvey, 2g Wellington Avenue, Blackburn, 3130Mrs. K.A. Herbsrreir. p.o. Box tSl,'Mo";; ;;"ii., IZSAMrs. R. Hitt, 15 Vauiier streer, *;r;;;.i;;*l'rrtsMr. s. Hjngsron. c/_ N.: rtb 

_Melbour" " 

-iti."ir, .i6 
Errot srreel, NorthMel bourne. 3051

I4rs. F. Hua, 27 Sackviile Srreer, Kew, 310l
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Mr. I'. Hutchioson, P.O, Box 218, Carlton South, 3053
Ms. M. Impey, 49 Morell Street, Mornington, 3931
Mrs. N, Kennedy, 3 Pentland Street, Ascot Va1e, 3032
Mr. K. Kimstra, 199 Ryanrs Road, Elthan North, 3095
Mr. G. Ki,rby, C.P.O. Box 1I44K, Melbourne, 300I
Mrs. J. I6rn, Central Librarian, Australian Society of Accountants,

170 Queen Street, Melbourne, 3000
Mrs. H.C. Landers, 9 Moor Street, Fitzroy, 3065
Mr. S,A. Lansdor^rn, p.0. Box 26, Black Rock, 3193
Miss R. Len3n, 5/1 Howard Court, Clayton, 316g
Ms. R. Levelrson, 60 Robert Street, Bentleigh, 3204
Mr. G.R.T. Levick, C.I.L.E.S., CSIRO, 314 Albert Street, East Melbourne 3002l,ibrarian, City of Footscray, 70 Buckley Street, Footscray, 3011Mrs. S. I,iepa, 5 Wel"lwood Square, Wheelers lli11, 3150
Mrs. M. Long, 3 Wills Street, Kew, 3l0I
Miss P,R. Longley, Serials Librarian, Borchardt Library, La TrobeUniversity, Bundoora, 3083
Miss J, Mccovern, 3/30 !'oote Street, Elwood, 3lg4
Ms. J, MeGrath, 6 Hardy Terrace, East lvanhoe, 3079
Ms. S. McNair, 18 Francis Street, tr^Iest ]Ieidelberg, 30g1.
Ms. l-. Marsi, 160 Faraday Street, Carlton, 3054
Mr. J.S. Martindale, Oakleigh public Library, l4g Drumnond Street

Oakleigh,3166
I. Mentha, 22 Wandsworth Road, Surrey Hil1s, 3127
B, Mi11er, 7 Inglis Road, Berwick, 3g06
W. Mills, 45 Edwards Avenue, port Melbourne, 3207
K. 0rConnor, 15/43 Haines streer, North Melbourne, 3051F. OrNei11, 23 Dominic Streer, Camberwell, 3124
C. Paltridge, 678 Canning Street, North Carlton, 3054I.G. Powell, rCorsham parkt, Anzac Road, Mount Macedon, 3441M.E. Price, 10 Maleela Avenue, Balwyn, 3103

M.J.
J.

Ramsden, 45 We1ls Road, Beaumaris, 3193
Restarick, 208 Kooyong Road, North Caulfield, 316tK. Rogers, Nightowl publishers, p,O. Box 764, Shepparton, 3630s. Ross, 4/587 Glenterrie Road, uawthorn, 3122

M. _Sh-enker, 8/11 Kooyong Road, North Caulfield, 3161Sinkin, Moorabbin City Library, 161 Jasper Road, BentJ-eigh,
Simos, 8/31 Union Street, Brunswick, 3b56

J
G.

3204

L. Stead, 2 Glen Drive, Eaglernont, 30g4
B. Stevenson, 5/6 Mackie Court, Kew, 3101V. Stevenson, 6/54 Sackville Street, Kew, 3l0l
G. Suter, 41 Lothian Street, North Melbourne, 3051A.B, Taylor, P.O. Box 51, Beaconsfiel-d, 3gO7P, Taylor, P.0. Box 797, Horshan, 3400

J.D. Thawley, 150 St. Helena Road, Greensborough, 30ggE.J. Thonson, R.M.B. 7400, Clydebank via Sa1;, 3g5OT.A,L. Thornsor., 1/13 Bertram Street, Gardenvale, 3lg5P. Trier, 2/962 Burke Road, Deepdene, 3101J. Uh1, 1 cr^/enda Avenue, Blackburn, 3130
D, Vaughan, P.O. Box 90, Elsternwick, 31g5
C. Walker-Cook, 23 Thomson Street, Northcote, 3070
V.M. Wicks, 4/69 Wattle Road, Ilawrhort, 3L2ic.M. wood, 1/9 I'airview Street, Traralgon, 3g44E. Wood-Ellen, 28 yiew Srreer, nlptingion, 30ZaI{. Woodal1, 379 Mitchaur Road, Mircha;, 3i32

NEW ZEAI,AND
l.lrJ. T] srootes , 3 Taungara Road, york Bay, wellington
Mr. M.H. Downer, 18 Nathan Street, Linden, Wellington
Ms. D.D. Jones, 40 Standen Street, Karori, Wellington
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BOOK REVIEWS . INDEXES MENTIONED

AUSTIN, Derek, PRECIS: a na-nua.t- o( eo nczpt analq'iA and 6ubja,c.t indzx,Lng.
2nd edition. British l-ibrary. Reviewed by Michael J. Ransden, I nc'[.-te-,
30 Novernber 1984.
tThe work has an excellent index, with entries generaled (as is only
appropriate) by the use of PRECIS.T

BRITISII niie,ttanll ma.gqzinea : the, AuguAtqn ege a,nd lhz age- o (\ JlhnAon.
Edited by Alvin Sullivan, Greenwood Press. Revier"/ed by David Woodworth,
United Kingdom Serials Group. NzuN.Lzt'telt, voL, 6,no.2, Decenber 1984'
tA full index completes a useful research tool. r

CHRIST?PHER Bttznnctn. Edited by Terry sturm. University of Queensland
Press. Reviewed by Terry Stwrm, Aultnnlian bo0lz lLzviQN, ro. 77, December
1984/January 1985.
rlike others in the series, it is marred by lack of an index.'

CLAGHORN, Gene. UJomQ,n conpo' a-\a and ht|mwi.,rtt: cr" co ncia L biognap\Lca.L
d.Lc.t-Lonanq. Scarecrow. Revie\{ed by J. I{agger, Au,tLta.LLcLn and AccLdQnLe
LQ,6za,'Lcl'L libnanies , vol . 15 , no. 4 , Decembe'r , 1984 .

tThe arrangement of the material alphabetically by the woments names will
not produce answers to the questions most 1ike1y to be asked, for example
a request for information about the author of "Nearer my God to Thee"...
The easiest way Eo find the answer to this question is to identify fhe
author by consulting the "Index of first Lines" in Hqnu ctnd-e,nt a,nd,

no dQ'Ln, then using this information to locate the biography in the work
under review, a rather inefficient procedure,

It is to be hoped that there will be sufficient interest in this work to
!,/arrant undertaking a revised and expanded edition ...may it be complete
with its ovm "Index to first l-ines".'

C0 LLEGE libnanLa,nth,Lp. Edited by A, Rennie McElroy. Library Association.
Revier.rred by Alan Bwndy, I nc),t2, 30 November 1984.

' The index, from an examination of the Australian chapLer, cannot be
faulted. I

DEAIJMONT, Joanna, How to do Uo u,'L oln publlshing : a. compn-e,te gLLLdz t! aeL(-
pub.t i.lhLng in Au's tnalict. Orlando Press, Revier,red by Wendy Lor{enstein,
T l'tz Agz,29 Decerrber 1984.
rshe also provides an impeccable index and a most infonnative list of
contents . I

THE OICTI)NARV o ( Au'sLta.Li-nn qu()ta.ti0nA . Edired by Stephen Muray-smirh.
I{einernann. Reviewed by Evan Jones, Au,ttut [,ti-z,n bo1ta ,Lzvieu, rro. 77, December
1984/January 1985,

'.,.dictionaries of quotations are useful primarily for identifying the hal-f-
remembered snatches of verse and prose that 1ie in everybodyrs nind.
It is hard to devise a fair test for Lhis, but \,ri th the help of bibulous
friends I prepared a short list of verse items to check. Using the rrKey

Word Index", there was no problem with "rl^Ierll all be roonedr, said
I{anrahan", r'the clcadars torture-point of song", "Grass is across the
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wheel'^tracks nowrr. MtDougal topped the score alright when r found thatthe eponJmous hero r,r7as listed alphabetically under flD, and "the colt frourold Regrettt was lassoed with regret, though there was no reference underco1t...
There lras no trouble with the lsecond-hand Europeanst who (pullu1ate/
Tinidly on the edge of alien shoresrr, except that I looked first for
"Europeansi' under "rdeas and Referencestt rather than .Key wordsr'3 tti"
was simply a mistake, but it leaves me unclear about the virtues of
having the two references separate. T,ooking at the excerp ts from Thz
aa,n fien-ts.L bL-obe t find the wanted line, "iput in the boot!' I sez,
'Put in the boot:t", but this is not to be found under "boot" in the
"Key Words Index".
It adds up, perhaps, to a spotty performance - but one, I think, as good.
as could reasonably be hoped for; and better, in facE, than I expecfed. t

DIRECT )RV o d .ryte,c,La,L !-Lbnu,Le,6 in Au,stna,tjn . 6th edn. Compiled and edired by Jan
Cree. ]-ibrary Association of Australia, Special Lioraries Section.
Reviewed by Jean Dartna11, 7 nc,i'tZ, 30 November 19g4.
rsome improvement in the subject indexing uright have been achieved by theuse of "see" references or by indexing libraiies under more terns. io,.
examp le, searching "physics" in the subject index does not lead the user tothe library of Ehe Departmenr o-[ science and rechnology Antarctic Division
which is indexed under rrcosrnic ray physics" and "uppei atmosphere physics',
and nor does searching under "atrnospheric r"searchi,, fhe liirary nameindex should prove useful. '

F-IND tltat tune,. Edited by William Gargan and Sue Sharma. Neal Schurnann.
Reviewed by David J. Jones, 7ncrtz, 30 November 19g4.

'There are composer, lyricist and performer indexes, and a revealing firstline index. Who would know for exirnple that a song beginning "a boi topa loom op a lop bop boorn" would be entitled TufLL fWflL? ar,f, "re ti"rerea1ly so many songs which begin [Doo doo"? r

FJALLBMNT, Nancy. T I,LQ- [uturLa, od 4 Q,LLaIA: pub!,Lcctt Lct n, au-tonatil n a-nd
ncLna"gemetLt. chalmers university of rechnology. Reviewed by David woodworth,United Kingdom Serials Group, Nzw.tl,e,t ten, voL, 6, no. 2, Decenber 19g4.
'There is a vast anount of information encompassed in thi.s work, and iE is apity that an index was not provided, despite the further tine delay andextra cost that r,rould have been involved. Its provision r,rould mostcertainly have enhanced the value of these colllcted papers.t

IiOLUIGUE, Diane. The Fne-nch KLteLte_n. Methuen. Reviewed by Vida Horn,
Au,lt lc"tia-n boolz neview, no. 77, Decernber l9g4/January 19g5.
t The index brings together listings of recipes by principal ingredient
and by name. '

HORNADGE, 8i11. How ttt ytub!-Lth qoun own boolz : a" comp!,e.te. gwLde tct .tet (_pub.LAhing in Au,ttnaX,t a. Review publicalions. Reviewed by WendyLowenstein, The Agz, 29 December 19g4.
rThere is also a glossary of trade terms but (and this is a considerable
disadvantage) no index, I
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JONES, cregory P . T I,LQ- F edau'L govennnent
a-nd de,c,i-,tio n t wi-th ne(zne.nces , canberra
7ncLte,, 30 Noverrber 198 4,
tThere is a very full subject and author index, alLhough some variation
in the depth of its coverage can be detected - nanes in parentheses, for
example, seem !o have been excluded from the index. A nole to that effecr
ought to appear somewhere, I

)FFICIAL pub.l,Lca.f,Lo nt o(J U)QAtehn Euzopz. Edired by Eve Johansson.
Mansell Reviewed by D.H. Borchardt, Au,st,ta.(ian 6-ca-denic o"nd )LU e,alcl,L
tibnanLot, vo1. 15, no. 4, December 1984.

' There are two indexes, an organisation and titles ind.ex and a subject
index. Both appear to be reasonably reliable. r

wATsoN, Don. C a.[,e-dct w{n AuttnalT : Seotti,th luLgfuand,e,u on thz [no ntiett
o {) AuAL,La.[;cL. Williarn Collins. Reviewed by Beverley KinSston, AiuLu.lLittn
boc:lz tteview, no. 77, December 1984/January 1985.
tThe index is perfunctory, Karl Marx is quoted several limes on the
aboriginal inhabitants of scotland (rot the Aborigines of Australia as it
may seem from the back cover) and discussed among the references, but his
name is not indexed. Nor are many other individuals who appear briefly
and who are bound to be of more interest in their 1ocal history context
than has been assumed by the index, Most reprehenslbly, there is a
collective entry for the Kurnai tribes, but none of any of the five
different groups who make up the Kurnai and r,rho are discussed separaLely
and at length at various places in the text, I

IEARB})K 0() iwtelna.f'L() t'nx- ct zgsctnt-za.ti() ws lgi4l8s. saur. Revier,red by DavidJ, Jones, I nc,i.-te,, 30 November 1984.

'Users would be well advised to pay particular attention to the
introduetion to this work, especially if they have noL had a good look at
its indexing for an edition or two. A KWIC approach has been used, wilh
one general index, rather than a nultiplicity of specific indexes. This
works satisfacEorily and efficiently if vou become familiar \^rith how it
works, and does not seem too high a price to pay for rapid production.r

198i: a- chnonoLogq o( eventa
CAE. Revier^7ed by David J. Jones,

AUSTRALIAN SOCIETY OF INDEXNRS MEDAL

rn 1985 the Australian society of rndexers will offer, for the first. time,
an ar,rard for an outsEanding index to a book or periodical compiled and firstpublished in Australia. The award will be called the Australian societvof lndexers Medal.

To be eligible for the award, the index must be in print and must have been
flrst published in Australia berween 1 January 1983 and 3l December 19g4.
It nust have been compiled in Australia even though the text Eo \^rhich it
refers may have originated outside Australia.

Indexers, librarians, authors, publishers, indeed al1 who are concerned
r,rith indexed publications are invited to reconmend indexes as contendersfor the 1985 award. Reconmendations with essential bibliographlcal details
should be sent to the Secrerary, Australian Society of tnd-xeis, G.p.O. Box125lL Melbourne, Vicroria 3001,_by 30 April 1985.
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The Society of Indexersr 1985 l.Ieekend Conference, .Indexing nowr,
wiLl be held at HatfieLd College, Durham, from 5 to 7 July 19g5.
Speakers will include George Ottl"ey (raiLway bibliography) peter
Mann (peoplers reading habits) and Diana Dunn (Victoriarr children'sliterature).

Peter Grieg has revised his paper tSo you LTant to index?,. The new
version appears in the Indexing and Abstracting Society of Canadars
BttL[,e.t Ln, vol, 7, no. 2, December 1984. It covers leaining to index,
opportunities for employment, professi.onaL ethics, charging for
indexing and j.ncludes a bibliography. Also in this issue is 'Inter-national miscellany on indexing I which includes details of theperiodicals issued by the Society of Indexers, Lhe Australian Societyof Indexers and the Arnerican Society of Indexers.

This extract from an item in A,ttttoiltn bocth,t orJe,z a-nd Irub!,iahe,,L,vol,64, no. 944, November 1984, should be of interest to indexers, inthe light of the comment made by one of our members in the last issue
of Llne Nel/,i LQ-Lta-jL.

The Society of Editors has received advice fron parkhill,
Lithgow and Gibson, chartered accountants, on the matter
of withheld tax from pa)rments to freelance editors. The
Society sought the advice following a Taxation Office
instruction to publishers Lo r^iithhold tax from freelancers.
According to tbe advice, freeland editors are rprofessional
persons' under tenns of the Act and as such are exemp t from
PAYE provrsions (p. 20)
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NOTES AND NEWS

Mrs. Pat Lynch
16 Liverpool Road
Clayfield, Q1d. 4011
Telephone | (97) 262 1676

CORRECTION

Details of the book reviewed by S. Harvey in this NalrJ La,LtQl, vol. g,
no, 4, Novemb er 1984, p.51, are as follows:

Uho .t's who in c.Laa,s i[ icaLLo n u,nd indzx,Lng. Edited byI.Dahlberg. Frankfurt/Main, Indeks Verlag, 19g3.

Part of the description was inadvertently onitted from the review,

*****tr*?t**

BOOK FOR SALE

lytde-xeltt on indQ,x,Lng. Edired by Leonard Montagne Harrod for
The Society of Indexers. R.R. Bowker, 197g. New and unused.
$20 or nearest offer. Apply to -
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NEWSLETTER MAY ISSUE

The closi-ng date for copy is Monday, 22nd April, 19g5

*****r.*****

INDEXING SOFTWARE
INDEX4 is a soltware pa(kaRe desiened bv and for
professional book and perio-dical in'dexers, and has
been under continuous refinement since lliz.
As each enrry is keyed it is inslantly soned, mereed
where neces.ary, and displayed in ionrext (all in Tess
than one third of a second). Any entry can be viewed
in context and easily edited on screen dl anv time_
lnstant loolup of thesaurus or main/sub headii.res ino
rekeying of previously used headings).5uppo"ns BS
3700 conventionrj letler-bv-letter or word-bv-word:
line-by-line or run on format; alphabetical br oaee
order sub-headinB arrantement. Upper,/lower ca;e
leiters and punctuation may be mixed freely. Marked
lext itnored for soning pulposes. Auto merting of
separate indexes. Bold and ildlic type: typeiett-ing:
microfiche produdion. Simple'5uilt-rr macro-
language/dictionary allows foi powerful and time-
saving (user-def inablel manipulati6n of tert and entries
{e.8. auto-flip dn entry, single key input of frequently
uied texti. Iully word processor compatible. Mani
more features not listed above-

\ -ll run on most CPIM and Ms-DOS comouters.
Twelve month unconditional warranry, full cuitomer

support.

Price from $4395.00 $U5340.00 f280.OO plus postage

DATA ACCESS AUSTRATIA
P.O, Box 26 Black Rock Victo.ia 3193

The Editor
Australian Society of Indexers
G.P.O. Box 125lL
Melbourna, Victoria 3001

Closing date for next issue 22 April 1985


