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This brief statement is not meant in any way to be an endorsement of the system

but it is to be hoped that it will encourage those involved in the indexing of
material so important to historians, both professional and amateur, to investigate
carefully its potential and, if found to be of value, to pursue with vigour efforts
to get the necessary funding.

Full information about the system is available from: Australian Information
Retrieval Services, P.0. Box 567, Gympie, Queensland 4570.

Jean Hagger
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AUSTRALIAN NEWSPAPER INDEXES *

One of the most noticeable things about indexes for Australian newspapers is the

lack of a consistent index over a long period of time. This is in contrast to both
England, which has the T{mes index from 1790, and the U.S.A., which has the New Yoak
Times index since 1851. I'm sure the fact that Australia is so Stateist and lacks

a good quality, long-running national newspaper contributes to this.

The AACOBS Working Party on Bibliography did a study of the feasibility of
establishing a national newspaper index in 1979. It was outlined in Australian
Newspapern Index Feasibilfity Study. Unfortunately, the National Library apparently
delayed the project indefinitely in 1982,

In Angap 2: a Second Research Guide to Australian Politics and Cognate Subjects
there is a good chart which arranged indexes chronologically - a useful approach as
it means that anyone wanting to find newspaper information for a particular time
period can simply look at this chart and see if there is an index for that period.

I am going to concentrate on the first two sections of the list of indexes which
follows this article - indexes to the Sydney Mowning Herald and databases on
AUSINET which index newspapers.

(1) Sydney Morning Herald Indexes [

These are important because the Herald is a major source of newspaper
information for people living in N.S.W.; also, the indexes are in so many
bits and pieces that I thought it would be useful to bring them together and
discuss some of them more fully.

The index, as can be seen from the published list, has had a chequered history.
From 1842 to January 1945 there is an index available on microfiche from the

Mitchell Library. Prior to 1842 there is the index to the Sydney Gazetfe, which
was a forerunner of the Herald.

* Reprinted, with permission, from Sfafte Library of N.S.W. - PLD Newsfetfer no. 46,
March 1986.
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nude beaches in Sydney. Basically, it's a matter of trying to anticipate
anything which might come up as a query, Both these finding lists are
available indirectly through the telephone inquiry services.

The Mitchell holds a card index to book reviews in the Herald from 1945.
At one time they indexed other newspapers as well,

Both APAIS and ABIX selectively index the Henalfd. More information about
this is given in the section on databases.

I contacted the Sydney Morning Herald library to find out the policy on
access to their indexes and got the answer I expected, which is basically
that they refer queries on to the State Library. They are worth keeping
in mind if you are desperate, though. Once I had to find out the number
of people who died in the Australian desert in the last twenty years, and
after having very little success I eventually rang the Herald library,
which had a heading 'Thirst, died of', which I was very impressed with,
and they gave me a list of references to newspaper articles.

(2) Databases

This seems to be the direction that newspaper indexing is heading in and
I shall go into some detail in this area. Because I have worked in the
State Library's Research Service it is one of the areas I know best.

Online indexes have some major advantages when it comes to finding current
newspaper information. Firstly, they can be very up to date — the full

text of the Financial Review is available at the same time as the hard copy -
and secondly, because you can search on areas other than descriptors, e.g.
titles or abstracts; vyou can pick up on jargon words and catch-phrases

and new concepts (e.g. "computer crime') which may not have reached the

stage of being index terms but which are the sort of terms journalists are
very fond of.

(a) ABIX

As an example of ABIX - the Australian Business Index - I did a fairly
rough search on the ownership of VCRs in Australia. I searched under
'Videos' or 'VCRs', combined with 'Ownership' or 'Penetration' (which is
the industry term). A major problem when using ABIX is that there are
no specific subject headings, only general ones, and the two items T
found came up under 'Advertising' and 'Electronics-Videos.' If you

are using this index manually this lack of subject headings makes it
difficult to use. Another problem is that the titles contain a lot of
abbreviations and are fairly cryptic, which doesn't make them good for
searching.

What ABIX does do is index companies by name, so this makes it a good
source of company information.

Despite the problems, if you want anything on Australian business

information in newspapers you are forced to use ABIX - and it's worth
remembering that in our society business touches on a lot of areas.
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(b)

(c)

(d)

To sum up:
proliferation of bits and pieces, the whole area is very confusing, and matters
don't seem to be improving. What seems to be happening now is that there is a
lot of overlap, e.g. the Australian Financiaf Review is indexed by ABIX, AFRTEXT,
and APAIS, and the National Times by ABIX, APAIS, and WEST. Especially with
online searching, this becomes very expensive, as you keep picking up the same
references.

AFRTEXT

This comprehensiveness is also worth remembering with regard to the
Austhalian Financial Review full text database, AFRTEXT. The AFR
has a very broad view of what business is and, for example, will
cover something like RST because it affects productivity.

The AFR has become a full text database since September 1984. This
means that the whole newspaper is online. Because of this they have
stopped indexing it, although they still provide abstracts.
Descriptors are represented in the text paragraph.

I did the same search on AFRTEXT as on ABIX, but whereas on ABIX

I found 19 references, on AFRTEXT I found 176! I did a quick panic
and then made the search as narrow as I could by specifying that the
words 'video' or 'VCR' must be directly before the words 'ownership'
or 'penetration' and cut down the number of references to 10, I think
that this will be a problem with full text databases, especially if
they don't include indexing. You will certainly find more relevant
material at the same time, and at $90.00 an hour this could become
very expensive.

WEST

This is an index to the Nationaf Times produced by the Western
Australian Institute of Technology. It's a fairly standard index.
The National Times is a good source of current social issues and
analysis of political events.

APATS

Last but not least is the trusty APAIS (Australian Public Affairs
Information Services), which is available in hard copy and online
(APAI). Both APAIS and WEST use the APAIS thesaurus for their
descriptors, which I find a bit too general, but because APAIS isn't
too large it doesn't become a problem.

Conclusion

because of the lack of a major Australian newspaper index, and the

Sue Scott
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TWO MEMBERS HONOURED AT RMIT

Dietrich Borchardt was awarded the Degree of Doctor of Social Sciences Honoiis
Causa at the Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology conferring of Diplomas

and Degrees on Thursday, 29 May 1986. The citation read at the ceremony
referred to Dr Borchardt's distinguished career as a librarian and bibliographer.

Michael Ramsden has been appointed Dean of the Faculty of Humanities and Social
Sciences at Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology. Mr. Ramsden was formerly

Head of the Department of Librarianship at the Institute.
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RECOMMENDED RATE FOR FREELANCE INDEXERS

The attention of members is drawn, once again, to the Society's recommended rate
for freelance indexers. This was last issued in the Newsfettesa vol. 8, no. 4,
November 1984, and there has not been any change in the recommendation since that
date.

The recommended freelance hourly rate for 1986 was $16.75, with provision for the
addition of CPI increases from 1 January, 1985. Taking these increases into
account, the present rate should be $18.00 per hour. In 1987, the rate should

be $18,50 plus the CPI increases and in 1988, $20.00 plus the increases.

It is emphasised that the above are the minimum rates which indexers should charge.
It is known that some members quote substantially below these rates, whilst others

are known to quote at the rate of $25.00 per hour and have found publishers willing
to pay at this rate. May they continue to prosper!

NEW MEMBERS

The Society welcomes the following new members:
Miss B. Bank 28 Ledger Avenue,
Fawkner, Vic. 3060

Mrs E. Dawson 33 Stubbs Avenue,
North Geelong, Vie. 3215

Mrs K. Husband 156 Springfield Road,
North Blackburn, Vic. 3130

Mrs C. Jones 6 Battery Square,
Battery Point, Tas. 7000

Mrs M. Jones 1 Beatrice Street,
Burwood, Vic. 3125

Mr C. Lannan 50 David Street,
Hampton, Vic. 3188

Mrs G.K. Moss 6 Brimar Court,
Mt Waverley, Vic. 3149

Ms K. Wood Brooks Waterloo Publishers,
36 Albert Road,
South Melbourne, Vic. 3205
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NOTES AND NEWS

The Society will be conducting a one-day seminar on a range of topics related
to indexing on Saturday 15 November 1986. Details will be forwarded to all
members at a later date.

The new edition of Indexens available should be available in late September
this year.

The Society of Indexers will be holding a conference in Chester on 10-12 July
1987, and is offering each affiliated Society a free place (board and lodging).
Full details of the Conference will be sent out with the October Indexex.

AusST members interested in attending the conference should contact the
Secretary, Australian Society of Indexers, P.0. Box 1251L, G.P.0., Melbourne
Viec. 3001. The closing datefor expressions of interest is 28 November 1986.

The Canbearna Bulletin of Public Administration vol. 12, no. 3, 1985, includes the
report of the panel of judges for the 1985 Annual Reports Award. The panel

urges departments 'to provide an extensive index to reports. Contents pages,

no matter how detailed, as in the case of the Department of Immigration and

Ethnic Affairs, are no substitute for a comprehensive index located at the back
of the book!.

Thanks to those who responded to our request for contributions to the 'Book
reviews -~ indexes mentioned' section of the Newsfleffer. 1If you come across any
items which would be suitable, please send them to the Editor, Australian
Society of Indexers, G.P.0. Box 1251L, Melbourne Vic. 3001.

The Society has joined the Forum of Information Associations (FIA). Jennifer
Challis will be representing the Society at future meetings.

The international standard 1805963-1985 Methods for examining documents, determining
thein subfects, and sefecting 4indexing Leams has been published by the
International Organization for Standardization (IS0). The standard provides
techniques for document analysisj; it is intended to apply to the preliminary

stages of indexing and does not deal with the practices of any particular

indexing system.
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We welcome contributions to the Newsfetffen.

NEWSLETTER - NOVEMBER TISSUE

If you have any

material you feel would be suitable for inclusion, please send

it to the Editor, Australian Society of Indexers, G.P.0. Box

1251L, Melbourne, Vic. 3001, by Monday 27th October 1986.
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INDEXING SOFTWARE

INDEX4 is a sohwarec[:ackage designed by and for
rofessional book and periodical indexers, and has
een under continuous refinement since 1977.

As each entry is keyed it is instantly sorted, merged
where necessary, and displayed in context (all in less
than one third of a second). Any entry can be viewed
in context and easily edited on screen at any time.
Instant lookup of thesaurus or main/sub headings (no
rekeying of previously used headings). Supports BS
3700 conventions; letter-by-letter or word-by-word;
line-by-line or run on format; alphabetical or page
order sub-heading arrangement. Upper/lower case
letters and punctuation may be mixed freely. Marked
text ignored for sorting purposes. Auto merging of
separate indexes. Bold and italic type; typesetting;
microfiche production. Simple built-in macro-
language/dictionary allows for powerful and time-
saving {user-definab{e) manipulation of text and entries
(e.g. auto-flip an entry, single key input of frequently
used text). Fully word processor compatible. Many
more features not listed above.

Will run on most CP/M and MS-DOS computers.
Twelve month unconditional warranty, full customer
support.

Price from $A395.00 $US340.00 £280.00 plus postage

DATA ACCESS AUSTRALIA
P.O. Box 26 Black Rock Victoria 3193

Advertisements for publication in the Newslfetfften are
now being accepted at the following rates :

% inch block $5
1 inch block S10

To place an advertisement please forward text and
appropriate cheque to :

The Editor,

Australian Society of Indexers,
G.P.0. Box 1251L

Melbourne, Victoria 3001

Closing date for next issue 27 October 1986
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In the same series as
Harold Borko and Charles Bernier’s
INDEXING CONCEPTS AND METHODS!

SMALL SCALE BIBLIOGRAPHIC DATABASES

Edited by
PETER JUDGE and BRENDA GERRIE

Presents an introductory text on the principles and practice of database creation
and management. Small scale databases or information packages for research
purposes are emphasized.

Information is presented as a series of contributed chapters covering all the
aspects of building and managing databases. Topics range from why build a
database, and how to index a database to what factors are important when
selecting a suitable computer system on which to process the database as well as
the management, control and cost benefit aspects of operating in a database
environment,

Little prior knowledge of databases and computing is needed, but a knowledge of
cataloguing, indexing and classification procedures in a manual system is
assumed.

1986, ISBN: 0-12-391970-3, cloth $27.50

CONTENTS: Quote this

Brenda Gerrie Small Scale Databases ?dveirusem‘ent

John D. Shortridge General Overview of a Database System or 10% discount Y
Cathie Jilovsky Software Options off recommended retail
Kerry Webb Hardware Options price.

D. A. Tellis Management, Control and Cost Benefit
Peter Judge Staffing and Other Management Questions

Ian S. McCallum Management With a DBMS

George Levick Input Processing and Editorial

Responsibilities
Brenda Gerrie Subject Control Academic

Sherrey Quinn and Margaret A. Findlay Document Press
Acquisition and Selection Criteria :
Peter Judge The Future Australia
Glossary PO Box 300, North Ryde 2113
Index Telephone (02) 888 3655

Chapters by members of AusSI.







