
Special conf~
Con fe re, nee 2 0 0 1- J 0 in
Building Partnerships!
Lynn Farkas

This year's AusSI conference is just around the corner, on ~O-2
you will find details of the Conference program, speaker~ an
Conference Committee Convenor, to present an introductipl1;t
a taste of things to come. If you have not yet registered, I hpR~
the Conference will be worth attending. If your ~egistratiqgns
pages will whet your appetite for the Big Event. !'I fh ••••••••......r
So met hi n g Other professiort~f;;i.gr041~ ~t'
d if fer e n t whom we as indfxJsfont(J rtytPer-

~~~e~~:~:~~eb~~:~~;~~re:~e ~hoe:; ~~~m~~;~~indt!:f~allfc~~a:~
interesting than anything you have ever wilt!ber§pr'~nte4Ia~~~(:oni~rence. A

:~~:~s b:!o;~~~~:a~r~:~~~;k~~; ~~~~~i"flt~g 'j~u~b:;a;els~!~
ference attendees will be pleasantlji ,. +Is, th~~l piscuss what they ex-
surprised at some of the different an ..' q~~~oni.Iusjandwhat we should ex-
exciting things we have planned. ..•.•••• g fionjtQ4in.!

For a start, participants will qe,jl,e lnptljprlllfference you willnotice at
ing more than the 'same old J~~~s' ifJn~r¥11psin Knowledge will be the size
the Conference. While all eb~;,ol 1f tPe~onference. Our preliminary ex-

:~~~;s:i~lri~; tt~;ee;h~' °l?serl~ t::;if~~~~ in~:r~~t~o~;~~~~l~s ~~~
around the cou~t sas pt~f wanted to attend (afterall, there are lots
ners. This coll~eeqhl- of editors out there, as well as us index-
dexers and eq·piwIj.. e ill Agree ers!).We expect about 250 attendees-a
should be s !:fneq).\v~ the basis much more ambitious undertaking
be . r~pc~tQ~@e:Partner- than any of the AusSI conferences of

. put jdifit organiser the past! So there will be plenty of peo-
cepa$ been the Can- pie around to meet, share views with,
.f.@itors, and already and add to your professional networks.

ration AusSI ACT has had
~rs of the Canberra Society

.. ~ terms of group meetings
d~scus........ the Conference program
and irialvidual interaction with mern-
~frs of the Organising Committee, has
proved very rewarding.

Something for
everyone
In planning the Conference program,
we wanted to ensure there would be
sessions that would interest both index-
ers and editors. We also canvassed

us

;t~.\I~;:eo~::~Zst~~~e~e~
feteiice whiCh may give you
l@her will convince you that

with us, I hope the next few

views from attendees at past confer-
ences about what they had enjoyed or
disliked. The fmal program we settled
on provides, we feel, something for ev-
eryone: a good mix of general sessions
which have a broad interest base; a day
of concurrent sessions which allow
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Notices of Annual General
Meetings

Society of Indexers
Conference 2001

National and New South Wales
The Annual General Meeting of the Australian
Society of Indexers will be held at 6.30 pm
Wednesday 21 March 2001.

The AGM will be held at the New Hong K.•i
Restaurant, 44 Macleay Street, Potts Point;
2011, opposite the Landmark Parkroyalm9t~ ..935

6
8481). . .

Street parking can be difficult in tb~1
Cross parking station (Ward Avena
Cross railway station are both five miri
from the restaurant. The 311 bus stops at ifr
door.

'Indexing at the Cutting Edge'
29 June-1 July at Sheffield Hallam University,
Sheffield

aere will be something for everyone in a
~f!'1.ncethat will be going 'back to basics',

~1!.ndex users' needs and asking what
·······························jpdex.

The Annual General Meeting of the
Wales Branch of the Society will also
this meeting. The AGMs will be
Chinese banquet, at the sul)si(jisE~Ct:~C
per person, drinks included,

....::~:::..

!Ii~:;ty
dexing
Select

echnolo . . I tell us
......at Westminster, while a
~Hglish Campaign will make

@FSaturday's conference

RSVP:Alan Walker
ph: (02) 93680174, fax: (02)
email: vicepres@aussi.org

ALIA Nation
Awards 200t
Colleag ..now is nQft

r~~~V~~('~~~~'II\...
Libf;:~86~:i;.~••·.·I....... ········\\...mti. ·········tt.·,~~- .. s can now be made, and an

.•..••... orm is downloadable from the SI
tH!pP:llwww.socind.demon.co.uk or
py email from
i9~tmatters.co.uk.

You knowf1~~H!it9 ••iaO~E..~toll~~gu~~.~V~)... We bin d ex in g Pr i z e
worked on tha~~tfideQ'y~iHCt~.qsihg~lt[rie~~¥ihgBL eat honour to win the AusSI Web Indexing
user-friendly focUs~gpr6j~~ove~]helas1Y~aTiliwblsi... my colleagues and Manager at the EPA
is an opportunity tosH,&\o/£asethqfacqj~vem~nf ilretlelighted My thanks and appreciation to the

'i'SQsj~tYt!9 •..th~ AusSI Newsletter Report, the index
Whatever the specific proj;~:;~¥:~~8h~ig~~iV:~~ig~.naWebsiteare referred to as QEPV. This should be
making it a successdeserves our IhdQi1ry'Sk.tt >ei$e~y~~hsland Environmental Protection
recognition for their effort. The ALlAN'ti2nat.I~g.e h@tJRL has "env", but the acronym is
Innovation Awards are an effective way f8~~b.ieve t>..QEI?:A,' .

this. ... ·P;;~~~1~Kennedy, Librarian (Electronic Publishing)

~n~:a~i~~~~t~:~~·~~~~~~~n~;i~~r~~ails today. I' Library and :~~:~c:~~~~: ~~~7:iC;~
Environmental Protection Agency

Website http://www.env.qld.gov.auGood luck from The One Umbrella Team (covering:
Library Locums, Knowledge People, Qualified
Records People) Specialist Recruitment, Career
Management & Consulting (Offices in Sydney,
Melbourne, Brisbane & Canberra)
http://www.oneumbrella.com.au

For space reasons, the second part of the report has
been held over until the April issue - Editor.
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AODC 2001
HyperWrite Pty Ltd is pleased to present AODC
2001-the Fourth Annual Australian On line
Documentation Conference. AODC 2001 will be held
from 28 to 30 March 2001, at RydgesLakeside Hotel
in Canberra.

your colleagues and enjoy seeing the G-word
demystified in-only a few short hours!

Deborah has freelanced for twelve years, and has
taught in the RMIT Diploma of Arts (Professional
Writing & Publishing), and currently teaches in
several courses including RMIT short courses in
.. . ing, CAE editing courses, and at the Victorian

~' Centre.
The Conference this year features a
expert speakers from around the world, i
Andrea Ames from the STC(USA), Charle
McCathieNevile from the World Wide '/lab
Consortium, Chris Higgs from the HT
Guild, Joe Welinske from WinWrite
Matthew Ellison from Digitext (U
AODC 2001 will also witness the fi
disclosure of Microsoft Help 2.0 outsi

......or Societyof Editors members has
grnbers and $135 nonmembers.

···ieJYof Indexers, a fee of $125
...................riday 16 March

AODC 2001 offers an unrivalled opportu
more about online documentation, help ..
development, hypertext techniques, aoo
technologies. The conference is aimed
people developing online content sY~!1
manuals, procedures, help, qualityma
systems, Intranet content, or pub ...

Full details, including registratil
be found at http://conferens~d}i

Queensland
still require
The National Committee
IndexersyYQuld be gl; .

~:~~;~togC~y'[w··
Nat.idhlUCoffimi.

~~::!Rj~!:~~~~d8ftl..~~~~,~~
~~tnu~~::i~1nMa~cH~~:~~····.....•~li?f~t)~~~,~~Ale}....
Business Education (E!ntre., 4fhFJp5~.~r
Street, Melbourne.···.' •..,. ... •..

1they will be moving to a
tlon-based model and the free service will

..qger be available. Note that if you have used
ture already you will no longer be notified
s;panges after March 31.

S
DpOarYkOIUewanadntmtaoklee.ayrOnurhOmweatn~·I'n:g:'cth,ry)iQs··••·t;a.~•.I.··.•.v...····.·.··~~,.t.:t....n.....•.....Q.•.•..••·•.·w.:.·.•......~t..•••t~nd~f~;:~il+at individuals will still be able to deal

I 1\:q!(e~lywitHMindlt and specify-for free-page
when to use 'that' or 'which', be able to !poria·· ·······~stH.y wish to be notified about, including
simple sentence, find out how to use correctly 1. tis~!page. See http://www.mindit. com for
apostrophes, commas and hyphens?Itget~~I~, ..

Jonathan Jermey, Webmaster
If you work with words, this all-round refresher
course may be just what you need. Course notes are
very comprehensive, comprising a 100-page booklet
of exercises and reference material, in three
sections: Parts of Speech, Construction of English,
and Punctuation.

··::::t~tt~}:::.
·:::::::::ti}

STC Indexing SIG
The Society for Technical Communication (STC)
Indexing Special Interest Group's website is at
http://www.stc.org/pics/indexing/. They have a
newsletter page (pdf), an electronic discussion list,
and other indexing information.

No prior knowledge is assumed, and the course is
friendly and interactive, so come along, learn with

March 2001 13



(The final program may differ slightly)

Day 1: Friday 2 oA p. ri I
Refationships and Working Together
8.30-9.30 Registration
9.30-10.30 'National and international issues for indexers and editors'

Panel discussion chaired by Alan Walker
10.30-11.00 Morning tea
11.00-12.30Keynote Address by RichardWalsh

'The Future of the Knowledge Society'
12.30-2.00 Lunch and welcome: 'Editors and indexers in knowledge partnerships'

Perspective from an indexer (Lynn Farkas)
Perspective from an editor (Lee Kirwan)

2.00-3.00 Launch of national standards for editors (Kathie Stove)
(subject to national approval)

3.00-3.30 Afternoon tea
3.30-4.30 'Partnerships with other professionals'

Panel of graphic designer Gennifer Prosser), author (Christine Wallace), commissioner of editors and
indexers (Angela McAdam), librarian (Roxanne Missingham) (Chair, DavidReam)

4.30-500 Ethics: 'Role of societies in maintaining professional integrity'
Introduction by John Simkin, then the floor opened to discussion. Copies of ethical guidelines available
before the session. This is an open session, not Q&A by the experts. . .

5.00-6.00 Soapbox / Ask an indexer / Ask an editor
Soapbox sessions: opportunities for people who wish to continue discussing a matter raised during the day.
Ask an indexer/editor: informal sessions at which people can ask a nominated person questions from the
floor: 'Is Malcolm X indexed under M or X?' 'Is it OK to carelessly split an infinitive?'

Trade fair open until 6.00 p.m. .
6.30-8.00 Cocktailparty
Organise your own dinner. We've printed out a list of restaurants and are happy to make bookings for you.

Day 2: Saturday 21 April
Bus in e ss and Tee h n0 fog Y
9.00-9 ..45 Address by SenatorKate Lundy
9.45-10.15 'Working efficiently' (Glenda Browne)
10.15-10.45Morning tea
10.45-12.45Concurrentsessions, repeated in the second hour

How small should a small
business be? (l.ouise Forster
MC).

Hypothetical on quoting
(PeterJudge MC).

How small should a small
business be? (l.ouise Forster
MC).

Hypothetical on quoting (Pe-
terJudgeMC).

12.45-1.30 Lunch on the run (buffet)

14 Australian Society of Indexers Newsletter



1.30-2.30 Concurrent sessions

Bringing them home indexing pro·
ject aim Stokes and Ronald Briggs)

1.30-2.00
New technologies and editors
(Vickie Richardson)

2.00-2·30
New Government requirements for
on-line publications: what are the
implications for editors? (Cathy
Nicoll)
I

*2.45-3.45 The new 'Style Manual' (presentation to be confirmed] (*self-serveafternoon tea)
4.00-5.00 Concurrent sessions

Ten steps to an edited manuscript
(TanetMackenzie)

(40mins)
Web-mounted indexes: their variety
and efficacy (Frances Lennie and
David Ream)

5.00-6.00 Soapbox / Ask an indexer / Ask an editor
Trade fair open until 6.00 p.m.
7.30 Conference dinner (Entertainment by Shortis & Simpson)

Day 3 Sunday 22 April
Education for the Professions

Education and training
9.00-9.45 Survey of education and training needs for editing and indexing

(CASE education representative Renee Otrnar and Cassandra Parkins on of CREATE Australia, with Lynn
Farkas)

9.45-10.30 Address by Professor lan Chubb AO (President, Australian Vice-Chancellors' Committee)
'The economics of tertiary training for indexing and editing'

10.30-11.00Morning tea

Accreditation, registration, professional collaboration
11.00-12.00 Concurrent sessions

Joining forces in the name of research: the Austlit
Gateway project (Annette Scarvell)

12.00-12.45Forum. 'Professionalism vs commercialism. How entrepreneurial should the Societies be?' (Lynn Farkas]
12.45-2.30 Lunch (organise your own).

Australian Society of Indexers Meeting

2.45-3.30 Wrap-up session (Lynn Farkas and Louise Forster)-open forum, plenary and recommendations
3.30-4.00 Afternoon tea available
4.00-5.00 Focused session on 'where to from here?', summarising major conference themes
Trade fair open until 6.00 p.m.

March 2001 15



The confererrc
Day 4 Monday 23 April
These outlines are correct at the time of brary managers considering the intro-
printing. Thefinal version will beprinted in duction of indexing services, for index-
the conference program. Changes between ers and information professionals
now and then will be published on the wishing to know more about this spe-
websites of the Australian Society of Indexers cialised area, and for current database
and the Canberra Society of Editors. indexers interested in exploring the

theoretical context of their work.
'I- = computer workshop

Website indexing with HTML
Indexer*
Glenda Browne (4 hours)
This computer workshop covers both
theoretical and practical aspects of web
indexing, specifically the creation of
back-of-book-style indexes to websites
using HTML Indexer. The theoretical
component discusses types of web in-
dexes (e.g. to online documents; or to
websites) and issues to be considered in
web indexing (e.g. formats for subdivi-
sions). The practical component com-
prises a demonstration of HTML
Indexer and an exercise to start creat-
ing an index to a web document using
HTML Indexer. This workshop gives
useful theoretical and practical back-
ground to the e-book indexing work-
shop which follows.

Making e-books and e-indexes*
Jonathan Jermey (2 hours)
After a long and difficult labour, both
new and traditional publishers are giv-
ing birth to electronic books (e-books).
Soon they will need indexers for them.
This workshop looks briefly at the his-
tory of e-books and the competing par-
ties involved-publishers, authors,
software companies and readers-and
the variety of formats in which e-books
are appearing. It then goes step by step
through the process of creating an
e-book index and incorporating it into
an electronic book in the LIT format
supported by Microsoft and others in
the Open E-book Standard.

Introduction to database
indexing
Lynn Farkas (4 hours)
This workshop places database index-
ing in the broader context of the infor-
mation industry, canvasses the various
types of database indexing, and pro-
vides participants with the opportunity
to work through some practical exam-
ples and problems. It is suitable for li-

16

Software for back-of-book
indexing
Presenters to be advised
(4 hours)
The major software packages for
back-of-book indexing will be demon-
strated by their product representatives
in Australia, all of whom are practising
indexers. The demonstrations will pro-
vide basic and advanced features of the
products. Participants will have ample
time to question representatives from
the floor or on a personal basis.

Literary editing
Pamela Hewitt and Susan
Hampton (4 hours)
Literary and non-literary editing are
closely allied and use analogous skills,
but the territory and techniques are dif-
ferent. Although it uses many of the
fundamentals of substantive editing
and copy editing, literary or creative
editing also looks specifically at the way
a text speaks to the reader. Tone and
voice matter a great deal, as do varia-
tions on point of view. Issues such as
characterisation, dialogue and plot de-
velopment may be important. Com-
mon problems are overwriting,
repetitive sentence openings and use of
cliches, language that is sentimental,
old-fashioned or overly formal. The
workshop will provide examples from
editing literary fiction and non-fiction.

Multiple index publications:
some case studies
David Ream (2 hours)
This session shows five different mod-
els for gathering data for and generat-
ing multiple indexes to publications.
Two of the editorial systems use a data-
base approach and three use dedicated
indexing preparation software. The ap-
proaches will be discussed, demon-
strated and contrasted.

Editing for the corporate client
Patricia Hoyle (2 hours)
If you're itching to work your editing
magic on dull and poorly written cor-
porate and government documents, but
don't know how to break into the mar-
ket, this workshop is for you. Drawing
on her own experience as a business
writing consultant, Patricia Hoyle
shows you how to market your services
to the corporate and government sec-
tors-and avoid some of the pitfalls. Pa-
tricia Hoyle provides writing, editing,
proofreading and training services to
the government and private sectors.
Based in Sydney, she specialises in writ-
ing and editing plain English docu-
ments including brochures, procedure
manuals, newsletters and annual re-
ports.

Editing for indexers
Claudia Marchesi (2 hours)
This. workshop provides an introduc-
tion to editing and proofreading. It
looks at the role of the editor and ex-
plains the various 'levels of edit'. There
will be opportunity for hands-on
copy-editing and proofreading, guid-
ance in the terminology and
symbology of editing; and. suggested
solutions to problems of grammar,
plain English, punctuation and usage.
What's the difference between a colon
and a semicolon and when do you use
them? What's so important about 'paral-
lel structure'? When do you use single
and double quotes? If you want answers
to these and many more questions, with
a practising Canberra editor as your
guide, this is the workshop for you.

Indexing for editors
Max McMaster (4 hours)
This workshop looks at various aspects
of the practice of indexing, from creat-
ing the index itself-a task that many ed-
itors face at some point in their
careers-to assessing the value of an ex-
isting index, and editing index copy.
The session covers scope and function
of indexes, selection of terms, arrange-
ment of terms, cross-references, filing,
issues of style, editing the index and as-
sessing the index. If participants have
specific indexing queries relating to
their work, they should bring them
along so they can be discussed.

Australian Society of Indexers Newsletter
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Richard Walsh
Richard Walsh was co-editor of Oz,
and founded Nation Review. He was
Managing Director and Publisher at
Angus & Robertson for 14 years, and
he headed Australian Consolidated
Press for 13 years. In March 2000 he
and David Salter launched the topical
daily newsletter on the net, the Zeitgeist
Gazette.

Over the years he has led, or been
on, councils or boards concerned with
literature, the ABC, theatre, the NSW
State Library, the Australian Museum,
and the National Commission for
UNESCO. He has also been a director
of the public company, Cinema Plus.

Today Richard Walsh is a media
consultant and a mediator/facilitator.
He is director of a number of compa-
nies, including the internet content pro-
vider HWW, the software developer
Techne- Ventures and the on-line paper
exchange PaperSpider.

Senator Kate
Lundy
Kate Lundy is the Shadow Minister for
Sport and Youth Affairs and Shadow
Minister Assisting the Shadow Minister
for Industry and Technology on Infor-
mation Technology. A woman of many
parts, Kate Lundy was a builders' la-
bourer for a couple of years, and an or-
ganiser for the CFMEU for ten years
before becoming a senator for the
ACT, in 1996.

She has made a number of speeches
in support of the sensible use of infor-
mation technology. In a recent keynote
address, Senator Lundy said ' ... infor-
mation management is central to the ef-
fective operation of a democratic
society. This is the premise that under-
pins the now-popular description of our
current place in time as the information
SOCiety.'

Find out more about Senator Lundy
at http://www.katelundy.com.au/
IToutsourcing.htm.

March 2001

Professor lan
Chubb AO
lan Chubb was appointed Vice-Chan-
cellor of The Australian National Uni-
versity in January 2001. He was
previously Vice-Chancellor of Flinders
University in Adelaide and the senior
Deputy Vice-Chancellor of Monash
University while simultaneously the
Foundation Dean of the Faculty of
Business and Economics.

He was also Chair of the Higher Ed-
ucation Council and was, until
mid-1994, the Deputy Chair of the Na-
tional Board of Employment, Educa-
tion and Training.

Since January 2000 Professor
Chubb has been President of the Aus-
tralian Vice-Chancellors' Committee
(AVCC) and a member of the Prime
Minister's Science, Engineering and In-
novation Council (PMSEIC). He
serves, or has served, on numerous
other Boards and Committees related
to his university or Commonwealth re-
sponsibilities-in both the public and
private sectors.

Find out more about Professor
Chubb at http//:www.anu.edu.au/
admin/VC.

Shortis &
Simpson
Shortis & Simpson are a Canberra duo
who create comedy and cabaret shows,
productions based on popular music
history, large-scale community arts
events and tailor-made shows for con-
ferences and other special functions.
They recently won the Canberra
Critics' Circle Award for music.

Helen Musa, Arts Editor for the
Canberra Times, says John Shortis and
Moya Simpson are regarded as pretty
well Canberra's premier satirical caba-
ret team. Shortis composes new songs
and Simpson sings them in an idiosyn-
cratic style, and they have drawn to
them a large circle of admirers.'

•In

Partnerships in Know/edge is
the first joint conference of
Australia's editors and indexers,
and the first focusing on the
links between all sectors of the
knowledge community.

Diverse
participants

Editors and indexers enjoy
partnerships with many people.
Over 250 Australian and
international participants are
expected at the conference.
Those attending the
Partnerships in Know/edge
conference will include:
o Publishers
o Graphic designers
o Authors and writers
o Academics
o Librarians
o Archivists
o Knowledge managers
o Web managers
o Programmers
o Internet publishers
o Information architects
o Government representatives
o Information specialists

Convergence of
knowleClge
partners

Partnerships in Know/edge will
be a true convergence of the
information and knowledge
industries, and a chance for all
participants to expand their
professional boundaries in
today's multiskilled
environment.
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The joys of conf~
Louise Forster

The following speech was presented to the ACT Region Branch's Annual General Meeting on Monday 26 February. Louise Forster ispast
president of the Canberra Society of Editors and a member of the Conference Organising Committee. We hope Louise's speech will give you
a taste of what the Committee has been up to, and what is involved in arranging a major conference event. - Lynn Farkas, Committee
Convenor

As you know, we have been working
on our 'Partnerships in Knowledge'
conference for about 18 months now.
Although the pace was slow at first, we
have now gathered momentum and we
seem to be flying down the runway
ready for launch in about seven weeks!

Over the 18months, we editors have
developed a very good working rela-
tionship with our indexing colleagues.
Although I have never been involved
in organising a conference before, and
probably won't be again (one confer-
ence in a lifetime is enough), I had
imagined that conference committees
could become a little 'fraught', to put it
politely. Well, I have been pleasantly
surprised. I have to say that this confer-
ence committee has never suffered
from the vices of intransigence, ambi-
tion, hysteria and bloodletting-I sup-
pose there's time yet.

Now Lynn wanted me to talk about
keynote speakers. She said I had to be
funny. To be truthful there have not
been a huge number of laughs as I
begged for inspired ideas for speakers
from my colleagues and then pursued
those ideas down the phone lines,
across the Internet and by post.

When tasks were allocated some
time last year, I was asked whether I
would organise the guest speakers.
'Guest speakers?'. 'Sure', I said 'I'll do
that!', cunningly thinking to myself
'That's the easy job; I'll take that one.'
Little did I know, being new to this
game, that speakers are notoriously dif-
ficult people to identify and then to
contact.

We had some grand visions for
speakers. Should we ask Bill Gates, the
Prime Minister, Mr Murdoch-after all
they must have had many dealings with
professionals like us? You can't be rich
or powerful, or both, and not have a
view on the current status of indexing
and editing.

18

Anyway, after much debate we set-
tled on a list that did not include Bill
Gates, the Prime Minister and Mr
Murdoch-we decided to go for the A
team. The task was simple. I would
speak to those people and they would
immediately accept my invitation to
speak.

Now, the people on my list might
have been well-known (after all, we see
them quite often on the media and they
have high profile positions). But do you
think it was easy to find those people?
No! Every well-known person is con-
tacted through 20 lesser-known gate-
keepers. I would phone yet another
contact. 'Er, Mr ZZ, I am trying to con-
tact XX. I was given your name by YY
as someone who might be able to give
me a contact number or email address
for XX.' Mr ZZ is perfectly polite.
'Actually, I haven't seen him for about
20 years. He's still alive is he? Well, I
suggest you talk to PP, they'll be able to
help.' And so it went on.

Eventually, I am given the magic
contacts. Mr XX, Ms BB et cetera do
have addresses, telephones and com-
puters. However, our prospective
speakers, well-known as they are, sel-
dom seem to live at their addresses, an-
swer their phones or reply to their mail.

The lesson I learned from this is that
you don't just select three keynote
speakers for your conference, you start
with a short list of 50. Forty-seven of
those shortlisted will be overseas, ad-
dressing another conference on the day
you want them, waiting for a big con-
tract and not able to tell you until two
days before the conference, or asking
for an astronomical appearance fee,
plus airfare, accommodation, publicity,
et cetera.

When someone finally says 'yes', it's
hard to believe. What's wrong with
them? Don't they have another confer-
ence to go to? Won't they be overseas,

or earning huge sums of money doing
something else?

Anyway our A list is a very exciting
one. We have Richard Walsh to talk to
us about the knowledge industry and
where it is going. We have Senator
Kate Lundy to talk to us about the infor-
mation revolution and Professor
Chubb, President of the Australian
Vice-Chancellors Committee, to talk to
us about universities and training pro-
fessionals. We also have, on a lighter
note, Shortis and Simpson to entertain
us at our dinner on Saturday night.

That's about all from me. Oh, I
thought you should be the first to know:
I'm planning to give up editing to be-
come a freelance keynote-speaker or-
ganiser. Anyone organising a
conference?
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~IndexingResearch 15th
Anniversary

1986-2001

Simply the best software for indexing

CINDEXTM ( Fast )
The overwhelming choice of ( FTiendly )indexing professionals-

( Flexible )
Visit our web site to learn why ( Reliable )www.indexres.com

*American Society of Indexers 2000 Professional Activities & Salary Survey

Info@lndexres.com • tel: 716-461·5530 • tax: 716·442·3924 • 100 Aliens Creek Road, Rochester, NY 14618
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Conference 2001
Contunued from page 7

participants to focus on areas of special-
ist interest; and the ability for partici-
pants to introduce their particular
interest area to like-minded people
through an hour set aside each day for
'Soapbox' sessions. These Soapboxes
will allow you to hold forth on your
special topic, or continue discussion
about any issues which came up in for-
mal sessions during the day.

Our Conference Committee was
also aware of how boring it can be to
have session after"session of speakers
and questions, so we have tried to vary
the format of sessions. Our program in-
cludes keynote speeches to get us think-
ing about issues each day, lecture-type
sessions, panel discussions, interactive
forum discussions which encourage
participation from the floor, a series of
hypotheticals where you are expected
to do the work and come up with the
solutions, and a full day where you can
pick and choose from practical,
hands-on workshops offered by experi-
enced indexers and editors.

made at the Dinner. Our evening's
entertainment will be a local duo who
specialise in highlighting current affairs
and political satire through song.
Shortis and Simpson always present
programs with humour and bite, and
we are sure you will be entertained in
true Canberra fashion-sugar, but with
a twist of lemon included!

On Sunday, we have allowed a long
lunch period so that participants can
again sample something of Canberra's
cafe scene. Our Committee is putting
together a small booklet on lunch spots
open around the central city, and par-
ticipants are free to organise their own
lunch on that day. Prior to lunch, in-
dexers and editors will each have sepa-
rate Society meetings, so the lunch
venue may be a means for small groups
to continue discussions started at those
meetings.

Workshops
One of the features of this Conference
which we as Committee members are
particularly happy with is the Work-

S 0 cia I eve n t s shop Day (Monday). At the start of our
Conferences are good for the informa- conference planning, we discussed the
tion you can get from the papers and perennial conference problem of hav-
sessions, but they are great for the op- ing workshops concurrent with other
portunities they" provide for you to sessions, and how frustrating it was to
meet people and share "viewsin an in- "want to go to both. Our solution was to
formal setting. The social aspects of our offer workshops on a separate day. The
conference were as important to us as workshops will allow you to hone your
the formal meetings, and we planned skills as an indexer, or perhaps learn
them with as much care. something more about editing opera-

To kick off the Conference, we are tions. We feel this ability to mix, match
having a cocktail party at the end of and choose between indexing and edit-
Day 1. This will give us all a chance to ing topics is a strength of the entire
relax and get to know each other. The Conference, and especially of the
party is being sponsored by Frances workshop sessions. Elsewhere in this
Lennie of CiNDEX, whose indexing Newsletter is a full description of'.the
software is well known to many back of workshops offered. As space will be
book indexers. Frances has been a reg- limited in some workshops, we encour-
ular attendee at AusSI conferences and age you to book your workshop ses-
an enthusiastic sponsor. When we ap- sions early.
proached her for sponsorship at this
Conference, she said she'd like to be as-
sociated with something light and fun -
hence the party!For those more inter-
ested in sampling the fine restaurants of
Canberra, the Conference organisers
will provide a booking service for se-
lected restaurants in the area. Sign-up
lists will be available at the Conference
registration table throughout Day 1.

On Saturday night, our formal Con-
ference Dinner will be held at the con-
ference venue, Rydges Hotel. As at past
conferences, the AusSI medal winners
will be announced and presentations
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Promotional
opportunities
Commercialism and entrepreneurship
dominate today's business world. This
is reflected in the Conference by adis-
cussion on Day 2 about how we as in-
dexers and editors should value our
services, and on Day 3 about whether
the professional societies of indexers
and editors should take on more entre-
preneurial roles. Whatever the out-
come of those discussions, it is a fact of
life that many freelance indexers are al-

ready entrepreneurs, and must sell
themselves and their services.

The Conference provides opportu-
nities for you to make your services
known to the publishers and editors
who attend, through a number of ad-
vertising options. Large businesses may
wish to sponsor a Conference speaker,
event, activity or item (eg Conference
satchels or name tags), or have a table
at the Trade Fair, which will run for the
duration of the formal sessions. Me-
dium to large businesses may wish to
take out an ad in the conference pro-
gram, or include any promotional bro-
chures they have as Conference satchel
handouts. Small one-person businesses
can also promote themselves by having
their business cards reproduced on a
special page in the conference pro-
gram, for only $11.00. This is a special
bargain rate which any indexer would
be foolish to ignore. Don't have a busi-
ness card? Well, for the exposure an
$11.00 ad would give you, it might be
worth designing one on your word pro-
cessor. Remember, there will be over
100 editors and publishers attending
the Conference-and the likelihood is
that one of them is looking for your
skills!

A word about
Canberra
I couldn't discuss our Conference with-
oufincluding a word about our beauti-
fulcity, Canberra. I know Australians
from around the country like to rubbish
Canberra, but you just have to be in this
city on a crisp autumn day, with our
clear blue skies and sun streaming in
the window to appreciate the sheer de-
lights it has to offer. Great scenery,
great eating places, great climate, stim-
ulating professional development and
great company-how could you go
wrong by attending the Partnerships in
Knowledge conference?

PS: Why not consider bringing the
family and staying on for a few days be-
fore or after the Conference? Your con-
ference satchels will provide
information about things to do in Can-
berra for accompanying partners or
families. .

Cheers for now and I hope to see
you all in Canberra in April!

Lynn Farkas is President of the A CT Region
Branch of AusSI,and has convened the Con-
[erence Organising Committee (made up of
AussSland Canberra Society of Editors
members) which has planned this year's con-

ference.
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CINDEX™ for Windows and Macintosh

• easy to use

• elegant design

• outstanding
capabilities

• unsurpassed
performance

• legendary customer
support

=Indexing Research
tel: 716-461-5530
tax: 716-442-3924
100 Aliens Creek Road
Rochester, NY 14618
Info@lndexres.com
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ClNDEXTM does everything you would expect and more...

• drag and drop text between indexes or word-processor
• view and work on multiple indexes at the same time
• check spelling with multi-language capabilities
• embed index entries in RTF-compatible word-processor

documents
• exploit numerous powerful capabilities for efficient

data entry and editing: search and replace, macros
and abbreviations, auto-completion, etc.

Download a free demonstration copy along with its acclaimed
User's Guide and see for yourself why CINDEXis the foremost
indexing software for indexing professionals.

For Windows ('95 & higher) and for Macintosh (OS 8.0 & higher)

Special editions for students and publishers are also available.

For full details and ordering information: www.indexres.com

SlInpl} the best way to prepare indexes

21



Want to learn
MORE about

INDEXING?

If you're serious about
indexing, train with the
Society of Indexers. Our
training course gives a
comprehensive introduction
to indexing principles and
practice. It comes as five
open learning units so you
can progress at your own
pace.

For more information about
the course, and our other
services to indexers, editors,
authors and publishers,
contact:

Dept AS, Society of Indexers
Globe Centre, Penistone
Road
Sheffield S6 3AE
UK

Tel: +44114281 3060
Fax: +44 1142813061
Email:
admin@socind.demon.co.uk

Visit our website at
http://www.socind.demon.co.uk
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Editor
Frances Paterson
email: newsletter@aussi.org

Webmaster
Jonathan Jermey
email: webmaster@aussi.org

ISSN
paper: 0314-3767
electronic: 1326-2718

This newsletter is sent free to all members
of the Australian Society of Indexers. It is
published 11times a year, with a
combined issue for Jan/Feb. Opinions
expressed in the newsletter are those of
the individual contributors, and do not
necessarily reflect the opinions of the
Society.

Copy should be sent to the editor by the
last day of each month for publication in
the middle of the next month. We are
delighted to receive contributions, both
large and small, from members. Please
contact us if you have any questions
about suitable items for publication. The
editor reserves the right to cut and edit
material. If greater than one A4 page,
please send files on a disk or via email in
Rich Text Format, Word for Windows, or
plain text (ASCII).

Graphics
Image files can be accepted in most
common formats. Do not embed images
in text files. If possible, submit line
drawings in a vector format or as an EPS
file. Camera-ready art and photographs
can be scanned by the editor.

Advertisinq charges
Full page: $90; Hair page: $50;
Quarter page: $25.
Full year: 11for t~e price of 9.

Send copy to:
Frances Paterson
ph (02) 9560 3818
email: newsletter@aussi.org

Membership charges
$52 per year $26 half year (July to
December)

The Indexer
(international indexing journal)
Christine Shuttleworth, Executive Editor
Flat 1,25 St Stephen's Avenue
London W12 8JB
United Kingdom
email: cshuttle@dircon.co.uk
Corresponding Editor AustlNZ:
Glenda Browne
ph (02) 4739 8199
email: glendabrowne@optusnet.com.au
Cost: $28 for AusSI members

Registration
Michael Harrington
ph (02) 6248 8297 (w)
www.aussi.org/profissueslregistration.htm

National Committee
ABN 38 610 719006
PO Box R598, Royal Exchange NSW 1225
ph 0500 525 005 (nationwide)
President: Garry Cousins
phlfax (02) 9560 0102
email: president@aussi.org
Vice President: Alan Walker
ph (02) 9368 0174;fax (02) 9358 5593
email: vicepres@aussi.org
Secretary: Lorraine Doyle
ph (02) 85877229 (w), (02) 9876 4218 (h);
fax (02) 9888 2229 -e-,

email: secretary@aussi.org
Treasurer: Tricia Waters .
ph (02) 9416 7664 (h)
email: treasurer@aussi.org .
Membership secretary: Michael Wyatt
ph 0500 539 973 (w); fax (02) 93317785
email: memsec@aussi.org
Committee members: PJohnstone, C. Kearney

New South Wales Branch
PO Box R598, Royal Exchange NSW 1225
email: nswbranch@aussi.org
President: Madeleine Davis
ph (02) 95143176 (w), (02) 4787 6277 (h);
fax (02) 4787 6069
email: redcliffe@hermes.net.au
Vice-President: Michael Wyatt, details above
Secretary: Lorraine Doyle, details above
Treasurer: Pamela Johnstone
phlfax (02) 4757 3045
email: oic@pnc.com.au
Committee members: G. Cousins, C. Kearney,
A. Walker, T. Waters

Victorian Branch
ABN 58 867 106 986
GPO Box 1251,Melbourne Vic 3000
email: vicbranch@aussi.org
President: Jenny Restarick
phlfax (03) 9528 2539 (h)
email: jenny.restarick@enquiries.csiro.au
Vice President: Margaret Findlay
ph (03)9277 5555
email: findlay@acer.edu.au
Secretary: Position vacant
Treasurer: Ann Philpott
phlfax (03)9830 0494
email: annp@mydesk.net.au
Committee members: EWood-Ellem,
J McGovern, J Simkin, M McMaster, J Scorba

ACT Region Branch
GPO Box 2069, Canberra ACT 2601
email: actbranch@aussi.org
President: Lynn Farkas
ph (02) 6286 3259; fax (2) 6286 6570
email: Ifarkas@pcug.org.au
Immediate Past President: Geraldine Triffitt
ph (02) 62314975
email: gtriffitt@interact.net.au
Secretary: Shirley Campbell
ph (02) 6285 1006
email: shirley.campbell@alianet.~lia.org.au
Treasurer: Penny Whitten
ph (02) 62414289
email: pwhitten@interact.net.au
Committee members: E Binkowski,
R Hyslop, L Tunks, B Edwards

Qld group with SocEd(Qld)
Contact: Position vacant

SA Group with SocEd (SA)
Contact: Susan Rintoul '.
ph 08 8235 1535(h); fax (08)'8235 9144
email: seaview@seaviewpress.com.au

WA contact
Contact: ling Heang
ph 0418 941 861 (h); fax (08) 9358'3896 .
email: HEANGSL@bigfoot.com

Indexers Available
www.aussi.orgllndexers Available
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