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AUSTRALIAN SOCIETY OF INDEXERS

Office bearers - 1976-77:

President: Clyde Garrow, C.S.I.R.0., 314 Albert Street,
East Melbourne.

Vice-President: Johr Simkin, City of Moorabbin Library,
161 Jasper Road, Bentleigh.

Secretary: Sylvia Ramsden, 62 Don Road, Healesville, 3777.
Treasurer: Joan Haughton, 74 Normanby Road, Kew, 3101.

Committee members: Jean Hacger, Department of Librarianship,
R.M.I.T.

John Hawker, 26 McIlwrick Street, Windsor.

Ed Lewis, 1 Psychological Research Unit,
Commonwealth Department of
Defence:

Coral Muntz, C.S.I.R.O.

Membership fees for 1976-77 are now due and have been set at $10.
Members who joined the Society between lst July and 30th September
receive a credit of 32.50 and should pay $7.50 for this year.
Cheques should be made payable to "Australian Society of Indexers'
acd forwarded to the Secretary at the address above.
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'When I use a word' Humpty Dumpty said in rather a scornful
tone 'it means just what I choose it to mean - neither more
nor less.'

'The question is' said Alice' whether you can make a word
mean so many different things.'

"The question is' said Humpty Dumpty 'which is to be the
master - that's all.'’

(Lewis Car:zoll, Alice through the looking glass)

The Australian Scciety of Indexers was launched in April
1875 and is pow beginning to travel on what we ail are sure will
be an exciting voyage of discovery and achievement in the years
ahead.

Etfective indexing is one of the most important factors in
ensuring the retrieval of information. It is a field which has
Seen significant advances in recent times, stimulated rernaps by
the introduction of computer technology. There seems .ittle
doubt that computer storage and retrieval provides us with the
mocus operandi fer controlling the flood of information that is
threatening to overwhelm us all, irrespective of our special
fields of interest, be it the humanities or science, or for the
man in the street striving to be well informed. .

Unfortunately, it is not at all clear to editors, publishers,
managers, politicians, scientists or whosoever are in p.sitions
of responsibility #or determiring the preparation of praimary
informaticn that effective and appropriate indexing is vital .and
will become increasingly so. This is not their fault. The
fault is ours. We must develop effective means of communication.
This is a great challenge for the Society.

Clyde Garrow, President.
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At the moment it is intended to comstruct a questionnaire
that can be used to find users' needs. An Index of what is
currently available may be based upon the form shown below.

Your comments on the content of this form would be appreciated.

INDEX TO INFORMATION FORM
(examnles given in parenthesis)

Who: Agency responsible for maintaining information
Organization/source title:
Contact address:
Name of contact person
Address
Phone
Availabilit» (hours of work, number of staff)
Function (library, IAC)
Scope: (geographical spread, market/interest areas)
Objectives: (type of organization: research, policy, prcduction)
Links with other agencies: :
Users of facilities: (general users, register of casual enquires)

What: Content of informaticn

General description:

Subjects covered: (using UDC/Bliss/COSATI classification)
a. most relevant
b. related

Sources covered: (journals, in-house reports, notebooks,

minutes, TOMB)

How stored: (hard copy, microcfiche, data-base)

How summarized: (full, abstract, key-words)

How classified: (UDC, COSATI, in-house)

How indexed: (card catalogues, EDP)

Languages used:
a. input
b. storage

Translation available:

How: Method of retrieving information
Access restrictions: (confidentially, method of security)
Contact procedures: (request forms, on-line, batch)
Input detail required: (key words, weighted terms, general
i enquiry) :
Available output: (hard copy, photocopy, summary, specific
data) A :
Timings for each type of output:
Costs for each type of output:
Services: (IAC, SDI, current awaremess, retrospective,
referral)
Interface with other systems: (common SDI enquiry systems,
in OCLA, in MARC, in Union
Lists)

Future:
Intended enhancements
Intended innovations
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Overleaf is a list of questions which may help you to
formulate ycur ideas about this project and us to develon an
effective programme to take the job forward.
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We know the difficulties. What we need from you are
the answers.to these questions:

i.
2.

o
e

What are your comment about the situation described here?

Do you think the mission given to this Committee
a. worthwhile i

b. feasible?

What other factors should be considered?

What courses of action are there for:

a. finding users' needs,

b. finding what is available, and

c. overcoming any inadeqguacies?

is:

What should be included in questionnaires about users'

needs?

¥hat are your comments about the form for indexing

what is available?

Would you be willing to be responsible for collating

such forms for ycur area of concern?
Woat help can you give? .

Your knowledze is needed. Your input, one day, may be
multiplied into an efficient system that will allow you to
sleep at nights, with the flood of information nicely dammed and
irrigeating the fields of the workers below. .

Please help your lost and lonely Committee. He is

Extract from a letter from Associate Professor Bryan Gancevia

Captain Doctor Ed Lewis

1 Psychological Research Unit
485 Bourke Street

MELBOUEBKNE VIC. 3000.

Phone: 600251 Ext. 217
]
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{(Thoracic Medicine) Department of Medicine of the Prince Henry
Hospital, Sydaey, to Mrs. Jean Uhl:

"I was delighted to see somewhere else that the Society
of Indexers was in business - I feel I owe the indexers

of mazny kinds of material an immense dert,
flourish exceedingly.
is to index the material in ways which will be mezani

1o

resc¢arco workers witih different basic interests.”

Professor Gandevia is the edizcr-compiler of 4An annotated
bibliography of the history of medicine in Australia, 1957.
(Part 2 is in course o preparation).
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and I nhope they
The problem, as vou have appreciated,
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